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AN APPEAL

Manuscripts on Palmleaf or Paper of the ancient works of the wise men of the
past, are the great treasures, solely inherited by the Nation and it is the moral obligation
of persons who possess them to preserve them safely for the future generations of
mankind.

Probably you have some of these in your possession or you know friends or
neighbours who possess them. You can make a great contribution to the cause of the
preservation not only of our National Culture but also to the Culture of Humanity as a
whole by arranging to present such manuscripts to the famous T. M. S. S. M. Library,

Thanjavur.

The Manuscripts so presented will be accepted and acknowledged with
pleasure and gratitude by the authorities of the Library, preserved with meticulous care
and made available to successive generations of readers and scholars for study and
research. The hitherto unpublished works found among them, will be printed and
published in due course, as facilities occur, with the expression of the Library’s gratitude

for your gift.

The great Scholar King of Tanjore, Rajah Serfoji, has attained immortal
fame by dedicating enormous time and wealth to the expansion and firm establishment
of this world famous “Sarasvati Mahal Library”. It is open to you to share the
honour of Serfoji, in your own measure by contributing your manuscripts to the great
institution built by him.

This great Honour is beckoning to you to accept it. Will you hasten to take it
up? The Library waits for your answer.

DISTRICT COLLECTOR AND DIRECTOR
Sarasvati Mahal Library & Research Centre,
Thanjavur.




Place of Publication

FORM - IV
(See Rule 8)

Thanjavur

2 Periodicity of its Publication Four issues a year
3. Printer’s Name T.M.S.S. M. Library & Research Centre
Tharjavur - 613 009
Nationality Indian
Address T.M.S.S. M. Library & Research Centre
Thanjavur - 613 009
4. Publisher’s Name M.S.SHANMUGAM, 1.A.S.,
District Collector and Director,
T.M.S.S. M. Library & Research Centre,
Thanjavur - 613 009
Nationality Indian
Address Thanjavur Maharaja Serfoji’s
Sarasvati Mahal [ibrary & Research Centre
Thanjavur - 613 009
5. Editor’s Name Sami. Sivagnanam, M. A.,
Nationality Indian
Address Sami. Sivagnanam, M. A.,
Administrative Officer,
T.M_S.S. M. Library & Research Centre,
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who owns the newspaper ang
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pariners or shareholders holding
more than cuc percent of ihe total
capital.
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“There hardly exists in the literature of the world , a collection of maxims in which we find so
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g Serfoir’s Savasvail Mahal Library

3 U N S 3
Thanjevur viak

Dr. P. Perumai.
Censervator and Librarian | ilc.
Sarasvati Mahal Library,
Thanjavur -2,

In ancient days with a view (o preserve Natural History, Animals and Plants were linked
with mythological stories. To show their impoitance and protection, our ancestors made animals 1o
associate with God and Goddess #s. bull to Lord Siva, lion to goddess Kali, iiger to Ayyappa,
Elephant to Ganesa, peacock. serpent and cock to Muruga, buffalo to Yema etc., Likwise plants
as Sthala viruksha to temples, plani leaves, flowers and garlands to Gods or Kings for their victory
in wars etc., These activities were made importauce to preserve the animals and plants. The Sangam
Tamil literature have documented tnames and description of plants and flowers existed in olden days.
Some of the plants have been used for Siddha medicine, but they have not documented in the
earlier days. Mostly the details of the medicinal plants were told Guru-sisya system.

Protection and documentation of animals and plants have been continued through the ages.
In the seventeenth century, the close refations between Holland and the Eastern India awakened the
interest of scientific men in the tropical flora of Madras Presidency. Jacobus Bontius (1 5,92 -1631)
a medical doctor for the Dutch East Indian Company, made notes on the flora of the East Indian
Archipelago. H.A. Van Rheede tot Drakesteyn (1637 - 1691), Governor of Cochin and Malabar,
with the help of Brahmins and native designers, collected drawings of the flora and published twelve
volumes entitled “Hortus Indicus Malabaricus” In the early eighteenth century, The Missionary Bota-
nists of Tranquebar searched plantsin the form of discovery of classical collections of plants from
Peninsular India. The first Botanist to make collections of plants and study the flora of the coastal
areas and hinterlands of the Presidency of Madras and adjacent territories was Johan Gerhard
Koenig (1723-1789),. Continuosly the Missionaries Doctors. Dr. Christopher Samuel John (1747-
1813), Dr. Caemmerer (1767-1837) and Dr. J. G. Klein were actively coliected specimen of flora.
These collections were named as “Herbarium Madras” and are preserved in the India Office Li-
brary. London. Marques of Wellesley, Governor General in Calcutta, had added in the study of
Nature in India, an extensive Botanical Garden having been formed in Sibpur (near Calcutta) from
1787 onwards.Colin Mackenzie conducted his survey of Mysore, South India, Including in his
project extensive collections and inventories of natural historical phenomena between 1795 and
1820. William Roxburgh published his plants of the Coromandal. Johann Peter Rottler
(1749-1803), a Halle missionary scientist in Madras sent his collection of tropical plants to the
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Herbarium of Kings College in London. Contemporary western doctors activities might influence
the Thanjavur King Serfoji I1. During his visit to Calcutta, he viewed the companys Botonical gar-
dens and collected the animals and birds for his Managerie. He has collected, documented and
preserved Natural History specimans. He also collected many books on Botany published in
western countries. He had a Zoo and Botanical garden in the palace. Now only we could see the
books,drawings on natural history in the Sarasvati Mahal Library, which was developed and en-
riched by the King Serfoji 1.

The Thanjavur Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvati Mahal Library is one among the few medieval
Libraries that exist in the World. It contains very rare and valuable collection of manuscripts, books,
maps and paintings on aspects of arts, culture and literature. The Library was formed during the
reign of Nayak Kings of Thanjavur and developed by the Maratha kings. Among the Maratha
kings, Raja Serfoji Il (1798-1832) was as eminent scholar in many braniches of learning with great
enthusiasmhe collected books and manuscripts. He had his education in the British Asylum at Ma-
dras and had knowledge in more than six languages, he was made as Honorary member of Royal
Asatic Society. He took special steps to enrich the Library. He employed many pandits to collect
buy and copy a vast number of works from all renowned centres of Sanskrit in the north and other
areas. This Library has more than 49,000 manuscripts in major four languages such as Sanskrit,
Tamil, Marathi, and Telugu. It also has 65,000 books including 4,500 books of his personal collec-
tion in European laguages in English, French, German, Danish, Dutch, Latin, etc. Many foreign
travellers recorded the activities of the King Serfoji II. . Bishop Heber, then Chief Bishop of Calcutta
and his accompanyThomas Robinson, visited Thanjavur and stayed as guest of the King. After
Bishop Heber’s demise his diary was published as a the book, entitled  Last days of Bishop
Heber” . The Book describes the Bishop’s entourage saw in the palace apartments in which the
king received them on 30 March 1826 as  the Bishop paid a private visit to the Rajah, who
received us in his library, a noble room with three rows of pillars and hansomely furnished in the
English style. On one side there are portraits of the mahratta dynasty from Shajee and Sivajee. ten
bookcases containing a very fair collection of french, English, German, Greek, and Latin books and
two others on Maharatta and Sanskrit manuscripts. In the adjoining room is an air pump, an electri-
fying machine, anivory skeleton, astronomical instruments and several cases of books, many which
are on the subject of medicine, which was for some years his favorite study. He showed us his
valuable collection of coins, paintings of flowers and natural history with each of which he seemed to
have considerable acquaintance, particularly with the medicinal virtues of plants in his hortus suc-
cus....... ” The comment of the Bishop Heber shows the Serfoji’s involvement in Natural History
collection. In addition to the collection of books, the King commissioned his artists to draw paintings
of Plants, Birds and Animals. Record shows that Serfoji Rajah presented an album of 117 Natural
History Drawings to the British Resident Benjamin Torin on his retirement in 1803. Now it is avail-
able in the Natural History Collection of India Office collection in the British Library.
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The Catalogue of Serfoji’s personal collection English books lists over 3800 volumes.
The titles are spanning publication dates from 1750 to 1832 and covers literature in English,
Almanacs,Reference books, books on botany, chemistry, astronomy, geography, medicine, voy-
ages, surgery and natural history. His collection includes 419 books in French, 100 in German, 100
in Danish, 20 in Dutch,30 in Latin etc., Most of these books dealt with history, Voyages and Natural
Histroy. He commissioned his artists to draw the pictures of Herbal Plants, Birds and science of
Horses and science of Elephants as lllustrated form. His favorite subjects were medicine and
patural histroy. So we could see more books on these subjects.

He was interested in medicine and had a Medical Institution in the palace, called Dhanvantri
Mahal. His court artists prepared colour drawings and painings on various subjects including medicinlal
plants. This library has three albums of medicianl plant drawings, consisting more than 150 pictures
Theses collections reveal the existencce of various plants in South India. Description of some of the

books are:

Drawings:

1. Book | of size 40x26 cms has Nineteen plates. Some names of the plants are
maramandary, norium rdorum, snanseviera zeyama, ranieum javanicum. somniperum, cassia fistula,
vanda tok burgi, sunflower, peas, varity of cassia, ballotranthas, nasturtium, hybiscus, gatropha
erooa hemp leaved hibissens etc.

2. Book Il of size 46.5x29.5 c¢ms has sixty one plates Some names of the plants are
nutmug, orhua, squarhosa, horse gram shrub, solanum trilobatom, guettarda soeciose, yellow pandnus,
muchilia champaca, plumeria acretifolia, boer bana pepanda, mango tree, enhoribia antiquorum, red
roses, a nesomelar malabarica, plumbago zeylamica, heliotropium indica, apalathus indica, aspara-
gus sarmentoss, Ehretia puxiofolia, pulomis indica, moonman’s flower shurb, justicia tranquberensis,
justicia echioldes, pavetta indica, buchnera asiatica, crotalaria verracosa, curculigo orchiodes, broad
leaved rosebay flower, cotton plant, ionicleum suffraticosm, cochlospermum gossypium, chay root-
olden lantia umbellala, tragia involucrate, fiscus, country sarasa parilla, capia orientalis, physalis
somnifera, phyllanthus niruri, a verity of cassia, adhatoda vassica, bignonia cheloroides, munusoos
elengi, cocciniaindica, polygale glabra, gmelina ariatica, capsicum pratescens chilli, lablab culptus,
monordica dioria, cynanchum, banyan tree, a branched pamyara tree, solanum jacquine, red nerium
oderum, aloe littorialis, caryota urens, a thorny plant, bael acgle mannalos, carthornus tinclonus,

tragia cannabina, pholomes indica.

3 Book III of size 48x56 cms have 11 plates. Some names of the plants are plantain
flower, stump of plantain tree, cassia, vitas quadrangularis, scilla indica, bryokhyllum calycinum,
glogiosa superba, sernecarpus anacardium, bryania ballosa etc.,



There are more then hundrad book s withmultipie volumes on Naturs! Histr oy is availzhle
1 ¢l fhrary, Some notable books are

i Natural Histroy of Earth. 20 vols, by Count De Buffon, London: T. Cadeii 1812,

2. Natural History, S vols, Williarh Smeliie, London: A. Strahan, 1799.

. Histroy of'the Farth and Animated Nature,6 vols,London: F, Wingrame. 1805.
4 Anlntroduction to Entomology or Elements of Natural Historv, 4 vols, by

William Kirby and Spence,London: Longman, 1823.

(¥ 1Y

General Zoology or Systematic Natural History with plates, 13vols, by Shwa
George, London: T.Devises, 1801-24.

é. Natural History, by Humphery Samué], London: Davis, 1776.
7. General Zoology,6vols,London: Thomas Davison, 1800.

o

Animal Biography, 3vols by Rev W.Bingly, London : F.C.&]. Rivington, 1813.
Q Elements of Natural Histroy and Chemistry, by Lavoiser, London.

10. General system of Nature throgh the three grand kingdoms of Animals,
Vegetabies and Minerals, 4v, London: T. Cadel 1808.

1. Elements of Natural Histroy and Chemistry , by F ourcroy, London:J Rabinson,
1788.

12 Figures of the most Beautiful, Useful and Uncommon Plants of Gardenors
Dictionary, 2v, by Philip Miller, London: F. Rivington, 1771.

13 Herbarium Ambrinense ( in latin) ,6v by Georgus Everhardus Rumphius,
Amsterdam: meinarduy twert, 1770.

14, ICHTHYOBOGIE or Historie Naturella, 6v, by K.Bloch, Berlin:
‘ Marceliser,1796.

15.  Naturgeschicte byD. Marcus Eleser Bloch, Berlin, 1790.
Reference:

1. Catalogue of Serfoji;s Personal collection and other Rare books.

2. TheMissionary Botanists of Tranqubar by stanfield, pp 19-42.

3. The cabinet of the King Serfoji of Tanjor, by Indira Viswanathan Peterson,
Journal of'the History of Collections, vol 11, no 1,( 1999) pp. 71-93.
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